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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus for reducing a harmonic response in an elec-
tronic circuit is provided. The apparatus includes an RF input
configured to provide a first signal operating at a radio fre-
quency. The apparatus includes a local oscillator configured
to produce a second signal operating at a local oscillator (LO)
frequency. The apparatus includes a switching mixer config-
ured to mix the first and second signals. The apparatus
includes a notch filter comprising an inductor and a capacitor
connected in parallel. The notch filter is directly coupled to an
input of the switching mixer in series. The notch filter is tuned
such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic of the LO
frequency signal. In an aspect, the apparatus also includes a
transformer configured to provide the first signal. In an aspect
the apparatus also includes a second notch filter comprising a
second inductor and a second capacitor connected in parallel.
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CIRCUIT PROVIDING HARMONIC
RESPONSE REJECTION FOR A FREQUENCY
MIXER

TECHNICAL FIELD

Various exemplary embodiments disclosed herein relate
generally to electronic circuits. In particular, various embodi-
ments relate to frequency mixers.

BACKGROUND

The proliferation of a vast variety of wireless applications,
such as cellular communications, WLAN, GPS, has created
co-existence issues. This is especially prevalent in modern,
miniaturized cellular handset transceivers, as such devices
can have multiple, concurrently operating transmitters and
receivers working over a wide frequency range.

There are several mechanisms that can result in spurious
response in a receiver. A particularly troublesome one is
caused by the harmonic response of switching mixers com-
monly used in transmitter and receiver chains. In a receiver
chain, for example, a switching mixer down-converts an input
frequency signal to generate an output signal at a lower fre-
quency, {,-. However, while the switching mixer down-con-
verts the desired signal at f, ,, the local oscillator frequency,
it also down-converts harmonic frequencies, to f, causing
contamination of the desired signal.

In view of the foregoing, it would be desirable to provide a
circuit that filters harmonic responses for a switching mixer.
In particular, it would be desirable to produce a low-power,
low noise, stable circuit that rejects harmonics responses in a
switching mixer.

SUMMARY

In light of the present need for a harmonic response rejec-
tion circuit for a switching mixer, a brief summary of various
exemplary embodiments is presented. Some simplifications
and omissions may be made in the following summary, which
is intended to highlight and introduce some aspects of the
various exemplary embodiments, but not to limit the scope of
the invention. Detailed descriptions of a preferred exemplary
embodiment adequate to allow those of ordinary skill in the
art to make and use the inventive concepts will follow in the
later sections.

In an aspect, an apparatus for reducing a harmonic
response in an electronic circuit is provided. The apparatus
includes an RF input configured to provide a first signal
operating at a radio frequency. The apparatus also includes a
local oscillator configured to produce a second signal oper-
ating at a local oscillator (LO) frequency. The apparatus also
includes a switching mixer configured to mix the first and
second signals. The apparatus also includes at least one notch
filter that includes an inductor and a capacitor connected to
the inductor in parallel. The notch filter is directly coupled to
an input of the switching mixer in series. The notch filter is
tuned such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic ofthe LO
frequency signal.

In an aspect, the apparatus also includes a transformer
configured to provide the first signal. In an aspect the appa-
ratus also includes a second notch filter comprising a second
inductor and a second capacitor connected to the second
inductor in parallel. The second notch filter is directly
coupled to an input of the switching mixer in series. The
second notch filter is tuned such that its resonant frequency is
a harmonic of the LO frequency signal. In an aspect, the
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transformer comprises a first winding and a second winding.
Each terminal of the second winding is connected to an input
of'the first and second notch filters, respectively.

In an aspect, the transformer comprises a double-tuned
transformer. In an aspect, inductors in the first and second
notch filters have mutual coupling.

In an aspect, the apparatus also includes a plurality of N
pairs of notch filters connected in series. Each of N notch filter
pairs is tuned to a separate harmonic of the LO frequency
signal. The switching mixer only receives the radio frequency
signal as an output of the N notch filter pairs.

In an aspect, a method for reducing a harmonic response in
an electronic circuit is provided. The method includes at least
one notch filter providing a first signal operating at a radio
frequency. The method also includes a switching mixer
receiving a second signal operating at an LO frequency. The
method also includes the switching mixer mixing the first and
second signal.

It should be apparent that, in this manner, various exem-
plary embodiments enable an improved switching mixer. Par-
ticularly, by providing an embedded notch filter for a mixer in
series, responses of a mixer at harmonics of a local oscillator
frequency can be rejected with a reduced noise penalty.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to better understand various exemplary embodi-
ments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a wireless device communicating with
different wireless communications systems;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary wireless transceiver;

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary stage of a wireless receiver
front-end, including a switching mixer;

FIG. 4 illustrates another exemplary stage of a wireless
receiver front-end, including a switching mixer;

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary stage of a wireless receiver
that includes a passive network;

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary impedance graph of an
exemplary passive network;

FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary responses for various trans-
former configurations; and

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary method for producing a
signal using the exemplary stage of a wireless receiver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below in connection with
the appended drawings is intended as a description of various
exemplary embodiments of the present invention and is not
intended to represent the only embodiments in which the
present invention may be practiced. The detailed description
includes specific details for the purpose of providing a thor-
ough understanding of various concepts. However, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the present invention
may be practiced without these specific details. In some
instances, well-known structures and components are shown
in block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring such con-
cepts. Acronyms and other descriptive terminology may be
used merely for convenience and clarity and are not intended
to limit the scope of the invention. The term “exemplary” is
used herein to mean “serving as an example, instance, or
illustration.” Any design described herein as “exemplary” is
not necessarily to be construed as preferred or advantageous
over other designs.

Several aspects of telecommunication systems will now be
presented with reference to various apparatus and methods.
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These apparatus and methods will be described in the follow-
ing detailed description and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings by various blocks, modules, components, circuits,
steps, processes, algorithms, etc. (collectively referred to as
“elements”). These elements may be implemented using elec-
tronic hardware, computer software, or any combination
thereof. Whether such elements are implemented as hardware
or software depends upon the particular application and
design constraints imposed on the overall system.

By way of example, an element, or any portion of an
element, or any combination of elements may be imple-
mented with a “processing system” that includes one or more
processors. Examples of processors include microprocessors,
microcontrollers, digital signal processors (DSPs), field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), programmable logic
devices (PLDs), state machines, gated logic, discrete hard-
ware circuits, and other suitable hardware configured to per-
form the various functionality described throughout this dis-
closure. One or more processors in the processing system
may execute software. Software shall be construed broadly to
mean instructions, instruction sets, code, code segments, pro-
gram code, programs, subprograms, software modules, appli-
cations, software applications, software packages, routines,
subroutines, objects, executables, threads of execution, pro-
cedures, functions, etc., whether referred to as software, firm-
ware, middleware, microcode, hardware description lan-
guage, or otherwise.

Accordingly, in one or more exemplary embodiments, the
functions described may be implemented in hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, or any combination thereof. If implemented
in software, the functions may be stored on or encoded as one
ormore instructions or code on a computer-readable medium.
Computer-readable media includes computer storage media.
Storage media may be any available media that can be
accessed by a computer. By way of example, and not limita-
tion, such computer-readable media can comprise random-
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), elec-
tronically erasable programmable ROM (EEPROM),
compact disk (CD) ROM (CD-ROM), or other optical disk
storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage
devices, or any other medium that can be used to carry or store
desired program code in the form of instructions or data
structures and that can be accessed by a computer. Disk and
disc, as used herein, includes CD, laser disc, optical disc,
digital versatile disc (DVD), and floppy disk where disks
usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce
data optically with lasers. Combinations of the above should
also be included within the scope of computer-readable
media.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean serving as an
example, instance, or illustration. Any embodiment described
herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be construed as
preferred or advantageous over other embodiments. Like-
wise, the term “embodiment” of an apparatus, circuit or
method does not require that all embodiments of the invention
include the described components, structure, features, func-
tionality, processes, advantages, benefits, or modes of opera-
tion.

The terms “connected,” “coupled,” or any variant thereof,
mean any connection or coupling, either direct or indirect,
between two or more elements, and can encompass the pres-
ence of one or more intermediate elements between two ele-
ments that are “connected” or “coupled” together. The cou-
pling or connection between the elements can be physical,
logical, or a combination thereof. As used herein, two ele-
ments can be considered to be “connected” or “coupled”
together by the use of one or more wires, cables and/or printed
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electrical connections, as well as by the use of electromag-
netic energy, such as electromagnetic energy having wave-
lengths in the radio frequency region, the microwave region
and the optical (both visible and invisible) region, as several
non-limiting and non-exhaustive examples.

Any reference to an element herein using a designation
such as “first,” “second,” and so forth does not generally limit
the quantity or order of those elements. Rather, these desig-
nations are used herein as a convenient method of distinguish-
ing between two or more elements or instances of an element.
Thus, a reference to first and second elements does not mean
that only two elements can be employed, or that the first
element must precede the second element.

As used herein, the terms “comprises”, “comprising,”,
“includes” and/or “including”, when used herein, specify the
presence of the stated features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, and/or components, but do not preclude the pres-
ence or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

Various aspects of circuits for a harmonic rejection circuit
for a switching mixer will now be presented. However, as
those skilled in the art will readily appreciate, such aspects
may be extended to other circuit configurations and devices.
Accordingly, all references to a specific application for mixer
arrangements, or any component, structure, feature, function-
ality, or process within a synchronized wireless device are
intended only to illustrate exemplary aspects of electronic
hardware with the understanding that such aspects may have
a wide differential of applications.

Various embodiments of hardware with a double-tuned
transformer with a notch filter may be used, such as a mobile
phone, personal digital assistant (PDA), desktop computer,
laptop computer, palm-sized computer, tablet computer, set-
top box, navigation device, work station, game console,
media player, or any other suitable device.

FIG. 1 illustrates a wireless device communicating with
different wireless communications systems. FIG. 1 is a dia-
gram 100 illustrating a wireless device 110 communicating
with different wireless communication systems 120, 122.
Wireless device 110 can use a switching mixer, for example,
for communications via carrier waves at specified frequencies
via techniques like phase modulation; other uses of mixers in
electronic hardware are known to those of skill in the art.

Wireless systems 120, 122 may each be a Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA) system, a Global System for
Mobile Communications (GSM) system, a Long Term Evo-
Iution (LTE) system, a wireless local area network (WLAN)
system, or some other wireless system. A CDMA system may
implement Wideband CDMA (WCDMA), CDMA 1x or
c¢dma2000, Time Division Synchronous Code Division Mul-
tiple Access (TD-SCDMA), or some other version of CDMA.
TD-SCDMA is also referred to as Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (UTRA) Time Division Duplex (TDD) 1.28 Mcps
Option or Low Chip Rate (LCR). LTE supports both fre-
quency division duplexing (FDD) and time division duplex-
ing (TDD). For example, wireless system 120 may be a GSM
system, and the wireless system 122 may be a WCDMA
system. As another example, the wireless system 120 may be
an LTE system, and wireless system 122 may be a CDMA
system.

For simplicity, diagram 100 shows wireless system 120
including one base station 130 and one system controller 140,
and wireless system 122 including one base station 132 and
one system controller 142. In general, each wireless system
120, 122 may include any number of base stations and any set
of network entities. Each base station 130, 132 may support
communication for wireless devices within the coverage of
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the base station. Base stations 130, 132 may also be referred
to as a Node B, an evolved Node B (eNB), an access point, a
base transceiver station, a radio base station, a radio trans-
ceiver, a transceiver function, a basic service set (BSS), an
extended service set (ESS), or some other suitable terminol-
ogy. Wireless device 110 may also be referred to as a user
equipment (UE), a mobile device, a remote device, a wireless
device, a wireless communications device, a station, a mobile
station, a subscriber station, a mobile subscriber station, a
terminal, a mobile terminal, a remote terminal, a wireless
terminal, an access terminal, a client, amobile client, amobile
unit, a subscriber unit, a wireless unit, a remote unit, a hand-
set, a user agent, or some other suitable terminology. Wireless
device 110 may be a cellular phone, a smartphone, a tablet, a
wireless modem, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a hand-
held device, a laptop computer, a smartbook, a netbook, a
cordless phone, a wireless local loop (WLL) station, or some
other similar functioning device.

Wireless device 110 may be capable of communicating
with wireless system 120 and/or 122. Wireless device 110
may also be capable of receiving signals from broadcast
stations, such as broadcast station 134. Wireless device 110
may also be capable of receiving signals from satellites, such
as satellite 150, in one or more global navigation satellite
systems (GNSS). Wireless device 110 may support one or
more radio technologies for wireless communication such as
GSM, WCDMA, ¢dma2000, LTE, 802.11, etc. The terms
“radio technology,” “radio access technology,” “air inter-
face,” and “standard” may be used interchangeably.

Wireless device 110 may communicate with a base station
in a wireless system via the downlink and the uplink. The
downlink (or forward link) refers to the communication link
from the base station to the wireless device, and the uplink (or
reverse link) refers to the communication link from the wire-
less device to the base station. A wireless system may utilize
TDD and/or FDD. For TDD, the downlink and the uplink may
share the same frequency, and downlink transmissions and
uplink transmissions may be sent on the same frequency in
different time periods. For FDD, the downlink and the uplink
are allocated separate frequencies. Downlink transmissions
may be sent on one frequency, and uplink transmissions may
be sent on another frequency. Some exemplary radio tech-
nologies supporting TDD include GSM, LTE, and
TD-SCDMA. Some exemplary radio technologies support-
ing FDD include WCDMA, ¢cdma2000, and LTE.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram 200 of an exemplary wireless
device, such as wireless device 110. Wireless device 200
includes a data processor/controller 210, a transceiver 218,
and an antenna 290. The data processor/controller 210 may be
referred to as a processing system. A processing system may
include data processor/controller 210 or both data processor/
controller 210 and memory 216.

Transceiver 218 includes a transmitter (TX) chain 220 and
areceiver (RX) chain 250 that support bi-directional commu-
nication. TX chain 220 and/or RX chain 250 may be imple-
mented with a super-heterodyne architecture or a direct-con-
version architecture. In the super-heterodyne architecture, a
signal is frequency converted between RF and baseband in
multiple stages, e.g., from RF to an intermediate frequency
(IF) in one stage, and then from IF to baseband in another
stage for a receiver. In the direct-conversion architecture,
which is also referred to as a zero-IF architecture, a signal is
frequency converted between RF and baseband in one stage.
The super-heterodyne and direct-conversion architectures
may use different circuit blocks and/or have different require-
ments. In the exemplary design shown in FIG. 2, the trans-
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6

mitter chain 220 and the receiver chain 250 are implemented
with the direct-conversion architecture.

In the transmit chain, data processor/controller 210 may
process (e.g., encode and modulate) data to be transmitted
and provide the data to a digital-to-analog converter (DAC)
230. DAC 230 converts a digital input signal to an analog
output signal. The analog output signal is provided to a trans-
mit (TX) baseband (low-pass) filter 232, which may filter the
analog output signal to remove images caused by the prior
digital-to-analog conversion by DAC 230. An amplifier (amp)
234 may amplify the signal from TX baseband filter 232 and
provide an amplified baseband signal. An up-converter
(mixer) 236 may receive the amplified baseband signal and a
TX LO signal from a TX LO signal generator 276. The
up-converter 236 may up-convert the amplified baseband sig-
nal with the TX LO signal and may provide an up-converted
signal. A filter 238 may filter the up-converted signal to
remove images caused by the frequency up-conversion. A
power amplifier (PA) 240 may amplify the filtered RF signal
from filter 238 to obtain the desired output power level and
provide an output RF signal. The output RF signal may be
routed through a duplexer/switchplexer 264.

For FDD, transmitter chain 220 and receiver chain 250 may
be coupled to duplexer 264, which may include a TX filter for
transmitter chain 220 and an RX filter for receiver chain 250.
The TX filter may filter the output RF signal to pass signal
components in a transmit band and attenuate signal compo-
nents outside the transmit band. For TDD, transmitter chain
220 and receiver chain 250 may be coupled to switchplexer
264. Switchplexer 264 may pass the output RF signal from the
transmitter chain 220 to the antenna 290 during uplink time
intervals. For both FDD and TDD, the duplexer/switchplexer
264 may provide the output RF signal to the antenna 290 for
transmission via a wireless channel.

In the receive chain, the antenna 290 may receive signals
transmitted by base stations and/or other transmitter stations
and may provide areceived RF signal. The received RF signal
may be routed through duplexer/switchplexer 264. For FDD,
the RX filter within the duplexer 264 may filter the received
RF signal to pass signal components in a receive band and
attenuate signal components outside the receive band. For
TDD, the switchplexer 264 may pass the received RF signal
from the antenna 290 to the receiver chain 250 during down-
link time intervals. For both FDD and TDD, the duplexer/
switchplexer 264 may provide the received RF signal to the
receiver chain 250.

Within the receiver chain 250, the received RF signal may
be amplified by a low noise amplifier (LNA) 252 and filtered
by afilter 254 to obtain an input RF signal. A down-converter
(mixer) 256 may receive the input RF signal and an RX LO
signal from an RX LO signal generator 286. The down-
converter 256 may down-convert the input RF signal with the
RX LO signal and provide a down-converted signal. The
down-converted signal may be amplified by an amplifier 258
and further filtered by an RX baseband (low-pass) filter 260 to
obtain an analog input signal. The analog input signal is
provided to an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 262. The
ADC 262 converts an analog input signal to a digital output
signal. The digital output signal is provided to the data pro-
cessor/controller 210.

A TX frequency synthesizer 270 may include a TX phase
locked loop (PLL) 272 and a VCO 274. VCO 274 may gen-
erate a TX VCO signal at a desired frequency. TX PLL 272
may receive timing information from the data processor/con-
troller 210 and generate a control signal for VCO 274. The
control signal may adjust the frequency and/or the phase of
VCO 274 to obtain the desired frequency for the TX VCO
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signal. TX frequency synthesizer 270 provides the TX VCO
signal to TX LO signal generator 276. TX LO signal genera-
tor 276 may generate a TX LO signal based on the TX VCO
signal received from TX frequency synthesizer 270.

A RX frequency synthesizer 280 may include an RX PLL
282 and a VCO 284. VCO 284 may generate an RX VCO
signal ata desired frequency. RX PLIL 282 may receive timing
information from the data processor/controller 210 and gen-
erate a control signal for VCO 284. The control signal may
adjust the frequency and/or the phase of VCO 284 to obtain
the desired frequency for the RX VCO signal. RX frequency
synthesizer 280 provides the RX VCO signal to RX LO signal
generator 286. The RX L.O signal generator may generate an
RX LO signal based on the RX VCO signal received from RX
frequency synthesizer 280.

LO signal generators 276, 286 may each include frequency
dividers, bufters, etc. LO signal generators 276, 286 may be
referred to as frequency dividers if they divide a frequency
provided by TX frequency synthesizer 270 and RX frequency
synthesizer 280, respectively. PLLs 272, 282 may each
include a phase/frequency detector (PFD), a filter (e.g., a loop
filter), a charge pump, a frequency divider, etc. Each VCO
signal and each LO signal may be a periodic signal with a
particular fundamental frequency. The TX LO signal and the
RX LO signal from LO generators 276, 286 may have the
same frequency for TDD or different frequencies for FDD.
The TX VCO signal and the RX VCO signal from VCOs 274,
284 may have the same frequency (e.g., for TDD) or different
frequencies (e.g., for FDD or TDD).

The conditioning of the signals in transmitter chain 220
and receiver chain 250 may be performed by one or more
stages of amplifier, filter, up-converter, down-converter, etc.
These circuits may be arranged differently from the configu-
ration shown in FIG. 2. Furthermore, other circuits not shown
in FIG. 2 may also be used to condition the signals in trans-
mitter chain 220 and receiver chain 250. For example, imped-
ance matching circuits may be located at the output of PA 240,
at the input of LNA 252, between antenna 290 and duplexer/
switchplexer 264, etc. Some circuits in FIG. 2 may also be
omitted. For example, filter 238 and/or filter 254 may be
omitted. All or a portion of transceiver 218 may be imple-
mented on one or more analog integrated circuits (ICs), RF
1Cs (RFICs), mixed-signal ICs, etc. For example, TX base-
band filter 232 to PA 240 in transmitter chain 220, LNA 252
to RX baseband filter 260 in receiver chain 250, PLLs 272,
282, VCOs 274, 284, and LO signal generators 276, 286 may
be implemented on an RFIC. PA 240 and possibly other
circuits may also be implemented on a separate IC or a circuit
module.

Data processor/controller 210 may perform various func-
tions for the wireless device. For example, data processor/
controller 210 may perform processing for data being trans-
mitted via transmitter chain 220 and received via receiver
chain 250. Data processor/controller 210 may control the
operation of various circuits within transmitter chain 220 and
receiver chain 250. Memory 212 and/or memory 216 may
store program codes and data for data processor/controller
210. The memory may be internal to data processor/controller
210 (e.g., memory 212) or external to data processor/control-
ler 210 (e.g., memory 216). The memory may be referred to as
acomputer-readable medium. An oscillator 214 may generate
aVCO signal at a particular frequency. A clock generator 215
may receive the VCO signal from oscillator 214 and may
generate clock signals for various modules within data pro-
cessor/controller 210. Data processor/controller 210 may be
implemented on one or more application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs) and/or other ICs.
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FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary stage of a wireless receiver
front-end, including a switching mixer. Circuit 300 includes a
low-noise amplifier comprising an LC matching circuit 303,
an LC trapping circuit 305 and amplifying devices 307a-
3075, transformer 309, notch filter 311, harmonic reject
mixer 313 and trans-impedance amplifier (TIA) 315. Circuit
300 can be implemented, for example, as multiple compo-
nents of RX chain 250 for wireless receiver 200. In some
embodiments, circuit 300 is configured to be implemented as
multiple components in RX chain (e.g., LNA 252, filter 254,
and mixer 256). The illustrative embodiment of circuit 300
includes multiple rejection features that can be used indepen-
dently or in tandem to reject undesired signals at one or more
harmonics of the local oscillator frequency, such as LO fre-
quency signal produced by RX LO signal generator 286.

The Low-Noise Amplifier (LNA) can comprise, for
example, L.C matching circuit 303, LC trapping circuit 305
and amplifying devices 3074-3075. In some embodiments,
the LNA can comprise other elements of the circuit. In the
illustrative embodiment, for example, the LNA can be a cas-
code amplifier that provides an output current to transformer
309. The cascode configuration can, for example, provide
improved isolation between the input and output port of the
LNA and can improve, for example, gain and stability for the
circuit.

LC matching circuit 303 can include an L-section of an
impedance matching circuit, which can include a shunt-con-
nected capacitor 3035 and a series-connected inductor 303a.
The output of inductor 3034 can be connected to the input of
amplifying devices 3074-3075. During operation, capacitor
3035 provides a low impedance to ground; the impedance to
ground decreases as the frequency of the signal increases.
Conversely, inductor 303« has an increased impedance as the
frequency increases. The inductor-capacitor combination
303a-303b can suppress specific undesired high-frequency
signals, such as signals with frequencies falling at harmonics
of the LO frequency. In some embodiments, multiple L.C
matching sections can be placed in a cascade; this can
increase rejection of high frequencies at this stage of the
circuit.

In some embodiments, traps, such as a parallel and/or
series traps, can be used to reject one or more specified
frequencies. A person of ordinary skill would be aware of
inclusion of such traps before the input of amplifying devices
307a-3075. The addition of suppression components, such as
LC matching circuit 303, or combinations of matching cir-
cuits and/or traps, can be weighed against factors like cost,
printed circuit board (PCB) area, and noise performance deg-
radation that is associated with use of the suppression com-
ponents.

LC trapping circuit 305 can include a source degeneration
inductor (Ls) 3054 and a source degeneration capacitor (Cg)
3055. In some embodiments, only source degeneration induc-
tor 305a is included in the circuit. Source degeneration
capacitor 3055 can be added to resonate at a harmonic of the
local oscillator frequency and suppress the gain of the LNA at
that specific LO harmonic frequency. The addition of source
degeneration capacitor 3055 can be weighed against overall
stability of the LNA.

Amplifying devices 307a-3075 can be transistors, such as
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistors (MOS-
FETs) or other components that amplify a signal received at
the input of 307a by drawing an output current from supply
voltage V ,, through the primary winding of transformer 309.
The configuration of amplifying devices 307a-3075 can be
arranged, for example, to reduce Miller capacitance and
increase the bandwidth of the LNA.



US 9,407,379 B2

9

Transformer 309 can be a transformer that outputs a current
in its secondary winding that is based on the current at its
primary winding. In the illustrative embodiment, for
example, transformer 309 is a single-tuned transformer that
includes a tunable capacitor at its primary winding. In some
embodiments, the capacitor can be another component that
provides an adjustable capacitance, such as a varactor. In
some embodiments, the secondary winding is connected in
parallel with notch filter 311.

Notch filter 311 can, for example, act as a trap resonating at
a harmonic of the local oscillator frequency to shunt the
secondary winding of transformer 309. Notch filter 311 can
provide rejection at the configured resonant frequency. In
some embodiments, notch filter 311 can be added to provide
a resonating trap at a designated harmonic. The amount of
rejection provided by notch filter 311 can be dependent on the
ratio between the input impedance of mixer 313 and the trap
impedance at the designated harmonic frequency. In some
embodiments, such as where mixer 313 is a passive switching
mixer, for example, the noise contributed by the trans-imped-
ance operational amplifier (V,,,;, 3155) to the output can gen-
erally be proportional to the rejection provided by notch filter
311.

Mixer 313 can mix the amplified radio frequency signal
received from the output of the secondary winding of trans-
former 309 and a local oscillator frequency signal to produce
an output signal. In some embodiments, mixer 313 produces
a baseband signal current (i,,) as the output signal. In some
embodiments, mixer 313 can comprise an 1Q mixer that pro-
duces separate in-phase (1) and quadrature-phase (Q) signals.
In some embodiments, mixer 313 can comprise a harmonic
rejection mixer that suppresses the harmonic response that
would be produced when employing a switching mixer. In
such embodiments, harmonic rejection mixer 313 can receive
a multi-phase local oscillator signal in lieu of a single-phase
LO signal. Generation of a multi-phase local oscillator signal
can require more physical space on a circuit chip and can
consume more current than the generation of a corresponding
single-phase local oscillator signal. Use of the multi-phase
signal can be weighed against factors like cost and power
consumption. In some embodiments, harmonic rejection
mixer 313 can comprise an active mixer.

Trans-impedance operational amplifier (TIA) 315 includes
an operational amplifier 315a, resistors R .and capacitors C,.
TIA 315 can convert an input baseband current received from
mixer 313 to produce an output voltage based on the input
current. In the illustrative embodiment, for example, TIA 315
can convert the input baseband current i,,, into baseband volt-
age V,,. During operation, operational amplifier 3154 can
contribute noise to the output baseband voltage V,,. The
noise generated by operational amplifier 3154 can be repre-
sented by input noise voltage source V, ., 3155.V, ., 3156
can be amplified and appear at TIA 315 output (V,, ,..)
according to a ratio between the impedance of the feedback
components R .and C(Z=1/(1/Z 4 +1/Z ) and the baseband
impedance Z,, looking back to the output of mixer 313. The
impedance of feedback components comprising of R-and C,
can be characterized as:

AETT

=i
Zy L

In the illustrative embodiment, where mixer 313 is a mixer,
the baseband impedance 7, is proportional to RF impedance
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Z,, presented to mixer 313 input at LO fundamental and
harmonic frequencies. Thus, if:

VA 2
tia & 1+—f
- bb

V2

no,

The TIA noise contribution is proportional to the reduced
harmonic response if notch filter 311 is used in combination
with mixer 313. The harmonic response rejection has to be
chosen such that TIA noise contribution to baseband output
does not grow too large.

Depending on potential tradeoffs related to issues like
physical area and noise, circuit 300 can include one or more
components, such as LC matching circuit 303, LC trapping
circuit 305, notch filter 311, and/or harmonic reject mixer 313
to reject undesired interference that are harmonics of the LO
frequency.

FIG. 4 illustrates another exemplary stage of a wireless
receiving front-end, including a switching mixer 413. Circuit
400 can receive an input signal from a LNA, such as the LNA
in circuit 300, and produce an output baseband voltage (V).
Circuit 400 includes a transformer 409, notch filters 411-412,
switching mixer 413, and TIA 415. Circuit 400 is similar to
circuit 300 and can be configured to be implemented as mul-
tiple components included in RX chain 250.

Transformer 409 can include a primary winding and a
secondary winding. In some embodiments, transformer 409
can be a single-tuned or double-tuned transformer. When
transformer 409 is tuned, it includes a tunable passive ele-
ment, such as a tunable capacitor or varactor. The inductive
reactance of transformer 409 can be tuned out, with the tun-
able capacitor providing a shunt capacitance at the resonant
frequency. In the illustrative embodiment, for example, trans-
former 409 is a double-tuned transformer that includes a first
tunable capacitor (C,) 409a and a second tunable capacitor
(Cs) 4095.

Transformer 409 can have a coupling co-efficient (k)
between the primary and secondary windings. In the illustra-
tive embodiment, for example, transformer 409 can have a
relatively loose coupling co-efficient (e.g., 0.6<k=<0.65). The
loose coupling can allow transformer 409 to be double-tuned
atthe primary winding by C 4094 and the secondary winding
by C, 4095, respectively. The double tuning can produce an
improved harmonic response rejection by giving better selec-
tivity to reject out-of-band harmonics, as well as greater con-
trol over the in-band frequency response and output imped-
ance of the LNA of FIG. 3 (Z, ).

In some embodiments, transformer 409 can produce a dif-
ferential signal, with the secondary winding sending the sig-
nals to notch filters 411 and 412, respectively. Notch filters
411-412 can be tunable LC traps (i.e., tank circuits) that are
tuned to have their resonant frequency equal that of a har-
monic of the LO frequency. Traps 411-412 can be placed
between transformer 409 and switching mixer 413 to sup-
press inputs to switching mixer 413 that fall at a harmonic of
the LO frequency. Trap 411 can include a tunable capacitor
411a and inductor 4115, while trap 412 can include tunable
capacitor 412q and inductor 4125. Traps 411-412 can be in
series and can each receive a component of the differential
signal produced by the secondary winding of transformer
409. In some embodiments, each of traps 411-412 can be
tuned to have their resonant frequency fall at a harmonic of
the LO frequency. In such instances, traps 411-412 may each
be tuned to the same harmonic frequency. In some embodi-
ments, tunable capacitors 411a, 412a can be tuned to resonate
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at a different harmonic frequency. In some embodiments,
capacitors 411a, 4124 can be tuned based on changes to the
LO frequency. In some embodiments, inductors 4115, 4125
can have mutual coupling. The mutual coupling between
inductors 4115, 4124 can broaden the notch bandwidth and
can therefore increase the Q factor and reduce physical area
associated with traps 411-412.

In the illustrative embodiment, for example, traps 411-412
can each be tuned to have their resonant frequency fall at the
third harmonic of the LO frequency (3*f; ). Astraps 411-412
are tuned to have their resonant frequencies at the third har-
monic, each trap 411-412 provides high impedance for input
at the third harmonic frequency as seen by switching mixer
413 such that the input current (i, ) is suppressed at the input
of switching mixer 413 at the third harmonic frequency. As
will be discussed in further detail in relation to FIG. 5, circuit
400 can include a passive network comprising a plurality of
notch filter pairs, where each pair is tuned such that each tank
pair 411-412 independently suppresses different harmonic
frequencies.

Switching mixer 413 can be a mixer that produces a current
based on an input current received from the transformer 409.
The output current produced by switching mixer 413 can be
based on an input radio frequency signal (i) and an input
local oscillator frequency (f; ;). Switching mixer 413 can be
implemented as an 1Q mixer that produces separate I (in-
phase) and Q (quadrature-phase) signals. In some embodi-
ments, the LO frequency can have a specified duty cycle, such
as a 25% duty cycle. In some embodiments, switching mixer
413 can receive a second input current that is based on the
local oscillator frequency (f; ;) and produces the output sig-
nal based on the input radio frequency current and the input
local oscillator current.

In some embodiments, switching mixer 413 can be a pas-
sive mixer. In some embodiments, switching mixer 413 can
be a balanced mixer, such as, for example, a single-balanced
mixer or a double-balanced mixer. The balanced mixer can be
configured such that even harmonic responses are greatly
reduced. In the illustrative embodiment, for example, switch-
ing mixer 413 can be a double-balanced mixer that receives a
differential input signal from transformer 409 and produces a
differential output signal for TIA 415. In some embodiments,
switching mixer 413 can be a single-balanced mixer that
receives the single-ended input signal from transformer 409
or the LNA directly and produces a differential output signal
for TIA 415.

Switching mixer 413 can produce a baseband signal cur-
rent (i,,,,) that is based on a combination of the radio frequency
current and the local oscillator signal. For example, when
used as part of an RX chain 250, switching mixer 413 can
down-convert input signals to produce an output baseband
current that has an output frequency equal to that of the
difference between the input radio frequency and the LO
frequency (i.e., f,,=If ~1; ,|).

When the switching mixer 413 down-converts the input
signal, frequencies at harmonics of the LO frequency at the
input can also be folded into the output signal (this process is
conventionally known as “noise folding™). In some embodi-
ments, the configuration of traps 411-412 to suppress har-
monic currents can lower the effects of noise folding, as the
magnitude of harmonic currents folded into the output current
are lowered. In some embodiments, additional traps 411-412
are included in circuit 400 to suppress frequencies falling at
other harmonics; this can reduce the noise folding effects for
the other harmonic frequencies.

Trans-impedance amplifier (TIA) 415 can include an
operational amplifier 415a and tuning component pairs R -and
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C,. TIA 415 is similar to TIA 315 and can convert an input
baseband signal current to produce an output signal voltage.
In some embodiments, the output signal voltage comprises a
differential signal.

In some instances op-amp 415a can contribute noise to the
output voltage V,,. The noise generated by operational
amplifier 4154 can be represented by voltage source V,
415b. As discussed above in relation to V,,;,, 3155, the mag-
nitude of the noise is proportional to the ratio of the feedback
impedance of TIA 415 and the baseband impedance (Z/Z,,).
When switching mixer 413 comprises a passive mixet, the
baseband current i,,, (and the associated baseband impedance
Z,5) 1s a result of the down-conversion of all RF currents at
harmonics of the LO frequency (f,,, 2*f; ,, 3*f,, etc.) by
switching mixer 413. The implementation of traps 411-412
can increase the total baseband impedance, as the impedance
Z,,at the specified harmonic frequency is increased due to
resonance of tanks 411-412 at that frequency. In the illustra-
tive embodiment for example, the magnitude of baseband
impedance increases when traps 411-412 are tuned to reso-
nate at the third harmonic of the LO frequency. The increase
in total baseband impedance reduces the TIA output noise
V.o uqcontributed by Vv, . 415b.

In some embodiments, circuit 400 can include a loosely-
coupled, double-tuned transformer 409 in conjunction with
series-connected, series harmonic-resonant traps 411-412,
which can improve rejection of local oscillator harmonics
frequencies. In some embodiments, the harmonic rejection is
greater than that of the series notch filter 311 of circuit 300.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary stage of a wireless receiver
that includes a passive network for harmonic rejection. Cir-
cuit 500 is similar to circuit 400 and includes transformer 509,
passive network 511 (including traps 511a-511f), and switch-
ing mixer 513.

As discussed above in relation to traps 411-412 in FIG. 4,
circuit 500 can include passive network 511 placed between
the output of transformer 509 and the input of switching
mixer 513 to suppress one or more frequencies that fall at
harmonics of the LO frequency. In some embodiments,
switching mixer 513 can be balanced and can suppress fre-
quencies falling at even harmonics of the LO frequency (i.e.,
2*N*f, ,, where N=1, 2, 3, etc.).

In such instances, passive network 511 can include one or
more series pairs of harmonic frequency traps 511a-511f,
with each pair tuned to suppress frequencies at odd harmonics
of the LO frequency (e.g., 3*f; 5, 5%, o, 7%} 5, ctc.). Each
pair of series traps 511a-511f can be tuned such that their
resonant frequency is a frequency that falls at a harmonic of
the LO frequency. When connected in series, the cascade
configuration of traps can allow each trap pair 511a-511fto
suppress a specified frequency while allowing other frequen-
cies to pass through without significant suppression. Passive
network 511 can be configured to suppress multiple harmonic
frequencies to improve harmonic frequency rejection and
reduce the noise component of an output signal from mixer
513 and a TIA after it.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary impedance graph for an
exemplary passive network 511. Impedance graph 600 can
correspond to the relative impedance seen by the radio fre-
quency current i, at specific frequencies when traversing
through passive network 511.

Graph 600 can correspond to a configuration of circuit 400,
500 that includes a cascade of series harmonic frequency trap
pairs 411-412, 511a-511f that are tuned to have resonant
frequencies falling at multiple harmonics of the LO fre-
quency. In some embodiments, multiple series harmonic trap
pairs 511a-511fcan be included in passive network 511, one
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trap pair for each of N harmonics above the fundamental
frequency. In some embodiments, mixer 413, 513 can be a
balanced mixer and suppresses even harmonic responses; in
such instances, passive network 511 can include only series
harmonic trap pairs 511a-511f for each odd harmonic fre-
quency above the fundamental frequency.

As seen by peaks 603-609, the magnitude of the RF imped-
ance (1Z,) is greatest at frequencies falling at the harmonics
of the LO frequency. In the illustrative embodiment, for
example, mixer 413 can be a passive mixer; the increase of
|Z, 4 can increase the output baseband frequency 7, and can
reduce the noise component of an output baseband voltage
V,, produced by the TIA 415.

FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary responses for various configu-
rations. Graph 700 illustrates S-Parameter frequency
responses (here, S,,) for different configurations of circuit
400 including an LNA. Response 701 illustrates a response
for a configuration including a double-tuned transformer 409
and trap pairs 411-412. Response 703 illustrates a response
for a configuration including a double-tuned transformer 409,
but excluding trap pairs 411-412. Response 705 includes a
response for a configuration including a single-tuned trans-
former 409 that has a high coupling coefficient (k=0.85)
while excluding traps 411-412.

As discussed in relation to transformer 409, the response of
the tank circuit formed by the primary and secondary winding
of transformer 409 with the specified capacitance will be at
least partially based on the coupling co-efficient of the trans-
former. A strong coupling (i.e., high coupling co-efficient:
0.8<k=0.95) can push one of the resonances to a high fre-
quency, broadening the bandwidth. In contrast, a weaker cou-
pling (i.e., lower coupling co-efficient: 0.6<k=0.7) can result
in better harmonic frequency rejection.

Graph 700 illustrates the S, frequency responses for spe-
cific configurations of transformer 409 and trap pairs 411-
412. As shown by responses 701-705, while the S-Parameter
response is virtually identical at the first harmonic frequency
(1, o=1.829 GHz), the amount of attenuation greatly differs at
the third harmonic frequency. While a single-tuned trans-
former (response 705) only results in 20 dB of attenuation
(35.5 dB of rejection), a configuration that includes a double-
tuned transformer provides 24.8 dB (40.3 dB of rejection) of
attenuation (response 703) and a configuration thatincludes a
double-tuned transformer and a harmonic trap pair for 3*f, ,
provides over 38 dB of attenuation (53.5 dB of rejection).

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary method for producing a
signal using the exemplary mixing stage of a wireless
receiver. Method 800 can be performed, for example, by
circuit 400, 500 to provide a baseband voltage as part of a
receiver (RX) chain 250 in wireless receiver 200 while
attempting to reject input interference at LO harmonic fre-
quencies, prevent noise folding and reduce TIA output noise.

Method 800 can start at 801 and proceed to step 803, where
the tank circuit formed by transformer 409 are tuned. For
example, tunable capacitors C,, 409a and C, 4095 of trans-
former 409 can be tuned such that the primary and secondary
windings of transformer 409 resonate at the same frequency.

In step 805, harmonic trap circuits 411-412 can be tuned. In
some embodiments, each trap 411, 412 in a trap circuit pair
411-412 is connected in series between an output of trans-
former 409 and an input of mixer 413, with each trap circuit
411, 412 being tuned to have the same resonant frequency.
The resonant frequency can be tuned in step 805 to be a
frequency that falls at a harmonic of the LO frequency.

In some embodiments, the mixing circuit can include a
passive network 511 comprising a cascade configuration of
series harmonic trap pairs 411-412 that are connected in
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series. In such instances, each of the trap pairs 411-412 can be
tuned independently to have a resonant frequency that falls at
a different harmonic of the LO frequency. In some embodi-
ments, passive network 511 can include trap pairs 411-412
whose resonant frequencies are tuned to only odd harmonics
of'the LO frequency. This can be done, for example, when the
mixing circuit includes a balanced mixer 413, 513 that rejects
even harmonics of the LO frequency.

Once components of the circuit are tuned, circuit 400 can
receive an input signal at step 807. In some embodiments, the
input signal is an RF signal received from an amplifier, such
as the LNA in circuit 300 or LNA 252 of RX chain 250. In
some embodiments, the input signal can be a carrier wave
received by antenna 290. In some embodiments, transformer
409 can receive the input signal as a differential signal. In step
809, transformer 409 produces an RF signal for mixer 413. In
some embodiments, the secondary winding of transformer
409 produces a differential signal.

Once transformer 409 produces the RF signal, the RF
signal in step 811 is sent as a current through passive trap pairs
411-412. In some embodiments, when the RF signal is a
differential signal, each component signal that comprises the
differential signal is sent through one of the traps 411, 412
comprising trap pair 411-412. In some embodiments, the RF
current is sent through passive network 511, with each com-
ponent signal passing through multiple trap pairs 411-412
connected in series in a cascade configuration. Trap pair
411-412 is configured to suppress currents at their tuned
resonant frequency. In such instances, the current sent
through the passive traps are attenuated at the specified reso-
nant frequency.

In step 813, mixer 413 produces an intermediate frequency
(IF) signal based on the RF current signal received from
transformer 409 and an input LO signal at the LO frequency.
In some embodiments, mixer 413 is a balanced mixer that
produces the baseband output as a differential signal. In some
embodiments, mixer 413 is a double-balanced mixer that
receives the differential RF current (i, and produces a dif-
ferential output baseband current signal (i,,). In some
embodiments, the output is sent to a trans-impedance ampli-
fier (TIA) 415 that produces an output baseband voltage
signal (V,,) based on the baseband current signal. Once the
output signal is produced, method 800 can end at step 815.

It is understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps
in the processes/flow charts disclosed is an illustration of
exemplary approaches. Based upon design preferences, it is
understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the
processes/flow charts may be rearranged. Further, some steps
may be combined or omitted. The accompanying method
claims present elements of the various steps in a sample order,
and are not meant to be limited to the specific order or hier-
archy presented.

The previous description is provided to enable any person
skilled in the art to practice the various aspects described
herein. Various modifications to these aspects will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other aspects. Thus, the
claims are not intended to be limited to the aspects shown
herein, but is to be accorded the full scope consistent with the
language claims, wherein reference to an element in the sin-
gular is not intended to mean “one and only one” unless
specifically so stated, but rather “one or more.” The word
“exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as an example,
instance, or illustration.” Any aspect described herein as
“exemplary” is not necessarily to be construed as preferred or
advantageous over other aspects.” Unless specifically stated
otherwise, the term “some” refers to one or more. Combina-
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tions such as “at least one of A, B, or C,” “at least one of A, B,
and C,”and “A, B, C, or any combination thereof” include any
combination of A, B, and/or C, and may include multiples of
A, multiples of B, or multiples of C. Specifically, combina-
tions such as “at least one of A, B, or C,” “at least one of A, B,
and C,” and “A, B, C, or any combination thereof” may be A
only, B only, C only, A and B, A and C, B and C, or A and B
and C, where any such combinations may contain one or more
member or members of A, B, or C. All structural and func-
tional equivalents to the elements of the various aspects
described throughout this disclosure that are known or later
come to be known to those of ordinary skill in the art are
expressly incorporated herein by reference and are intended
to be encompassed by the claims. Moreover, nothing dis-
closed herein is intended to be dedicated to the public regard-
less of whether such disclosure is explicitly recited in the
claims. No claim element is to be construed as a means plus
function unless the element is expressly recited using the
phrase “means for.”

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for reducing a harmonic response in an
electronic circuit, the apparatus comprising:

an RF input configured to provide a first signal operating at

a radio frequency;

a local oscillator configured to produce a second signal

operating at a local oscillator (LO) frequency;

a switching mixer configured to mix the first and second

signals; and

a first notch filter in a path between the RF input and the

switching mixer comprising:

an inductor, and

a capacitor connected to the inductor,

the first notch filter being directly coupled to an input of
the switching mixer, wherein the first notch filter is
tuned such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic of
the LO frequency signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

atransformer configured to receive the first signal from the

RF input.
3. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:
a second notch filter, comprising:
a second inductor, and
a second capacitor connected to the second inductor in
parallel,
the second notch filter being directly coupled to an input
of the switching mixer in series, wherein the second
notch filter is tuned such that its resonant frequency is
a harmonic of the LO frequency signal,
wherein the transformer comprises:
a first winding, and
a second winding, wherein each terminal of the second
winding is connected to an input of the first and sec-
ond notch filters, respectively.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein each capacitor in the
first and second notch filters are tunable to configure the first
and second notch filters to have the resonant frequency of
each notch filter fall at a harmonic of the LO frequency signal.

5. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the first signal com-
prises a differential signal.

6. The apparatus of claim 3, rein inductors in the first and
second notch filters have mutual coupling.

7. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the transformer com-
prises a double-tuned transformer.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the transformer is
configured to have a coupling co-efficient below 0.7.
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9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

atrans-impedance amplifier directly coupled to the switch-

ing mixer configured to produce a baseband voltage
from a baseband current produced by the switching
mixer.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first notch filter
is tuned to have a resonant frequency fall at a third harmonic
of'the LO frequency signal.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the LO frequency

0 signal comprises a signal with a 25% duty cycle.
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12. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:
at least one pair of notch filters connected in series with the
first notch filler, the at least one pair of notch filters and
the first notch filter being part of a plurality of N pairs of
notch filters connected in series, wherein each of N
notch filter pairs is tuned to have a resonant frequency
fall at a separate harmonic of the LO frequency signal,
wherein the switching mixer receives a radio frequency
signal as an output of the N notch filter pairs.
13. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:
an antenna configured to:
receive a carrier signal, and
provide, to the RF input, the first signal comprising the
carrier signal.
14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the switching mixer
produces a down-converted signal.
15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the switching mixer
comprises a passive mixer.
16. A method for reducing a harmonic response in an
electronic circuit, the method comprising:
providing, by a first notch filter, a first signal operating at a
radio frequency, the first notch filter comprising an
inductor and a capacitor connected to the inductor and
wherein the first notch filter is in a path between an RF
input and a switching mixer;
receiving, by the switching mixer, a second signal operat-
ing at a local oscillator (LO) frequency, and
mixing, by the switching mixer, the first and second sig-
nals, wherein the first notch filter is directly coupled to
an input of the switching mixer and the first notch filter
is tuned such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic of
the LO frequency.
17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
receiving, by a transformer, the RE input; and
producing, by the transformer, a transformer output signal,
wherein the first notch filter modifies the transformer
output signal.
18. The method of claim 17, wherein the transformer com-
prises a double-tuned transformer.
19. The method of claim 18, further comprising:
configuring the transformer to have a coupling co-efficient
below 0.7.
20. The method of claim 17, wherein the switching mixer
comprises a passive mixer.
21. The method of claim 17, further comprising:
providing, by a second notch filter, the first signal, wherein
the second notch filter comprises a second inductor and
a second capacitor connected to the second inductor in
parallel and is directly coupled to an input of the switch-
ing mixer in series and the second notch filter is tuned
such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic of the LO
frequency signal,
further wherein the transformer comprises a first winding
and a second winding, each terminal of the second wind-
ing being connected to an input of the first and second
notch filters, respectively.
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22. The method claim 21, further comprising:
tuning each capacitor in the first and second notch filters to
configure the first and second notch filters to have the
resonant frequency of each notch filter fall at a harmonic
of'the LO frequency signal.
23. The method of claim 21, wherein the first signal com-
prises a differential signal.
24. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
receiving, by a trans-impedance amplifier directly coupled
to the switching mixer, a baseband current based on the
mixed first and second signals; and
converting, by the trans-impedance amplifier, the baseband
current into a baseband voltage.
25. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
tuning the first notch filter to have a resonant frequency fall
at a third harmonic of the LO frequency signal.
26. The metd of claim 21, wherein inductors in the first and
second notch filters have mutual coupling.
27. The method of claim 16, wherein the LO frequency
signal comprises a signal with a 25% duty cycle.
28. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
tuning a plurality of N pairs of notch filters connected in
series, each of N notch filter pairs being tuned to have a
resonant frequency fall at a separate harmonic of the LO
frequency signal; and
receiving, by the switching mixer, the radio frequency sig-
nal as an output of the N notch filter pairs.
29. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
receiving, by an antenna, a carrier signal, and
providing, by the antenna to the RF input, the first signal
comprising the carrier signal.
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30. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
producing, by the switching mixer, a down-converted sig-
nal based on the mixed first and second signals.
31. An apparatus for reducing a harmonic response in an
electronic circuit, the apparatus comprising:
means for providing, by at least one notch filter, a first
signal operating at a radio frequency, the at least one
notch filter comprising an inductor and a capacitor con-
nected to the inductor and wherein the at least one notch
filter is in a path between an RF input and a switching
mixer;
means for receiving, by the switching mixer, a second
signal operating at a local oscillator (LO) frequency, and
means for mixing, by the switching mixer, the first and
second signals, wherein the at least one notch filter is
directly coupled to an input of the switching mixer and
the at least one notch filter is tuned such that its resonant
frequency is a harmonic of the LO frequency.
32. An apparatus for reducing a harmonic response in an
electronic circuit, the apparatus comprising:
means for configuring an RF input to provide a first signal
operating at a radio frequency; a local oscillator config-
ured to produce a second signal operating at a local
oscillator (LO) frequency;
means for configuring a switching mixer to mix the first
and second signals; and means for implementing at least
one notch filter comprising:
an inductor, and
a capacitor connected to the inductor in parallel,
the at least one notch filter being directly coupled to an input
of the switching mixer in series, wherein the notch filter is
tuned such that its resonant frequency is a harmonic of the LO
frequency signal.



